Pet Parks: The mini dog vacation!!!

Your dog needs socialization and exercise much as you do.  In the urban areas this need is solved by the: DOG PARK. Your pet gets a chance to visit with “friends”, romp and just be a “dog.”  You get a chance to meet other dog lovers and exchange tips on dog issues. Today there are over 700 of these parks. Making your visit a success depends on how you train your dog to behave. Good doggie etiquette is a must. 

You are responsible for your pet at ALL times and even more so in the PARK.  Know where your dog is at all times. Notice whom he/she is with, both animal and human and what he/she is doing. Clean up all doggie “deposits”. (A good supply of plastic bags should accompany you both to the park.)  Before embarking on a park day, make sure that your dog responds to basic commands such as: COME, SIT, STAY, and NO. Your park experience will help you to enhance these skills but it is not the place to TRAIN your pet.  Be aware of your dog’s level of excitement.  Do not let your pet before over stimulated or aggressive.  Enforce a  “time out” from playing if you see this occurring. Stop growling or rough behavior as soon as it arises.  Make sure your dog has its current vaccinations and wears all the appropriate tags and ID.  Bring treats and water, but bring more than enough to share with all your dog’s canine buddies, (stop food fights in their tracks by having adequate treats on hand!) Do not use sharp or prong collars on your pet.  These can snare another pet and injuries can ensue. Pitch in and help the volunteers who run the majority of these great dog parks running. Get involved and help make your Park a success.

